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Cedars Named Top Small-School 
Student Newspaper in Ohio
COLUMBUS – Cedars won its sixth straight 
Frank E. Deaner Award as the best small-college 
newspaper in Ohio at the recent Ohio News Media 
Association Convention.
Cedars placed first in seven of the 10 catego-
ries in Division B for schools with enrollment under 
10,000. Eight schools entered the competition.
Cedars placed first as a staff in news coverage, 
sports coverage, design and website.
Cedars swept all three places in the best use 
of multimedia category led by Erica Zichi, Josh 
Woolverton, Alex Weber, Micah Gerber, Naomi Har-
ward and Josh Burris.
Harward placed first in in-depth reporting and 
Alex Hentschel was second. Harward, Anna Pizarro 
and Christian Cortes teamed to take the top two spots 
in photojournalism.
For more details on the awards, go to ReadCedars.
com.
February 2018 3
What are some tangible 
ways you have experienced 
God’s love?
Ray Tiell
Junior Class Chaplain
God has made His 
love most tangible 
to me in the  
personal relationships 
He’s blessed me with. 
For most of my life, 
I’ve been surrounded 
by parents, friends 
and pastors who 
have overflowed with 
Spirit-produced affection.
I’ve watched countless times as God has 
softened hearts of those around me, and 
I’ve so often been a recipient of His love 
being reflected out of those He’s placed 
along the path of my spiritual journey.
When people who love God love 
me, I try to be aware of the fact that 
their sentiments towards me are 
the sentiments of the One who stands 
as Creator over both of us; in the same 
way, I pray that those I love are pointed 
back to the one who loved me even 
when I hated Him. 1 John 2:10 says that 
“Whoever loves his brother abides in 
the light, and in him there is no cause 
for stumbling.” Being surrounded by 
brothers and sisters who live in the light 
and count others as more important than 
themselves has always pointed me back 
to the glorious, life-altering light of Christ.
Just Sayin’ ... Alex Hentschel
Why Dating At Cedarville Is The Worst
Dear readers: I want you to just accept something that is unequivocally true. Don’t contest it, don’t think about it too much, don’t combat it with arguments. I, the Just Sa-
yin’ guru, am here with some wisdom that has been revealed to me 
that I feel I must impart.
Open your minds. Be receptive to this 
truth, that...
...dating at Cedarville is the worst.
Ok. Now that we’ve accepted it, we 
can do something about it.
Let’s talk about why it’s the worst. 
First, it’s the worst because there’s undue 
pressure around it. If you take someone to 
Telemetry, you may as well have signed 
your marriage contract with this person, 
because honey, Cedarville dating gossip culture means you’ve 
been bonded with this person until the day you die. That’s not to 
mention that at Telemetry you’re in full view of your New Tes-
tament professor, your roommate’s best friend’s roommate, and 
probably someone who knows someone who knows someone who 
heard once that the person you’re with might be an Arminian. 
There’s instant judgment. You and the person you were mildly in-
terested in and wanted to get to know better over casual coffee are 
now on three different Snapchat stories. There is no escape.
How do we fix this? We realize collectively that sometimes, a 
coffee date is just a coffee date. Also, a trip to Telemetry with your 
friend of the opposite gender is not necessarily a coffee date. Cof-
fee is good. People are good. Let’s all calm down a bit.
Another reason why it’s the worst is that every breakup is pub-
lic, and everyone and their mother asks you why it happened, where 
it happened, who was there, every day for about a month. In the face 
of this intense pressure where your friends already start making up 
your wedding hashtag on date #3, we need to remember that we 
all have freedom to enter into and exit out of relationships. If you 
have a good reason to break up with someone, go ahead and do it 
(prayerfully). The intense pressure to stay with that person because 
you fear you will never meet another person to marry in your life is 
... laughable. Here’s some truth, spoken in love...it is not the end of 
the world if you’re not married with five children at age 22. God will 
bring the right person, at the right time. Breathe out a bit!
There’s also an intense double standard in Cedarville dating. 
You’re told to wait for only the best and godliest of men or women. 
But if you’re single, everyone is trying to set you up with someone, 
all the time, or asking if you’re really “content.” Nobody believes 
you if you say “yes, I am content where God has me right now, and 
the boy in your Earth Science class is probably not my Mr. Darcy.”
On the other hand, dating at Cedarville is also the worst be-
cause there’s nowhere to go. If you are in a relationship and you 
want to hang out with your significant other on campus, your op-
tions are....Stinger’s, where Stinger has been lurking lately (a high-
five from a sweaty guy in a bee costume will really set the mood); 
walking around the lake, where you will pass 87 people you know 
and have to say hi to; or the dorm lounges, which makes you a Ste-
reotypical Dorm Lounge Couple™ (and I don’t even need to explain 
why that makes you both the worst). If you want to go off campus, 
your options are the Springfield Dunkin’ or some fast food in Xenia. 
It’s a good 35 minutes to an hour to find cool spots to go.
This isn’t the most fixable problem, other than the suggestion to 
get a car. Or, perhaps...hint, hint, administration...we could use some 
better spots on campus. Regardless of how we deal with this problem, 
we need to remember that PDA is half of the reason why dating on 
campus is so weird. We see you, upper BTS couples. We see you.
This is some real talk in love — it’s difficult to seek someone 
in a culture that idealizes marriage above all else. As Christians, 
we should always only be dating for the purposes of seeking out a 
potential life partner, but there’s something off about “He asked 
me out to coffee, but I’m just not sure if he’s The One!” — it puts 
a lot of pressure and intimacy on a relationship that isn’t strong 
enough to withstand it yet. We can grow there, and seek that, but 
only at the right pace.
The title of this article is a bit misleading. In fact, I think dat-
ing at Cedarville is great. (I don’t have too much room to talk...I’m 
doing it right now.) My opinion — remember, this is an opinion 
column! — is that if we collectively realize that some of the pres-
sure needs to go away, we can relax a little bit about dating while 
still prayerfully only seeking out those whom God wills. 
So this Valentine’s season, remember that God’s in control of 
your future — single or dating.
Video
OPS Team at CU
Learn more about the invisible servants 
who faithfully set up and tear down for all 
the events on campus.
Photo
100 Days Party 2018
View a few highlights of the 100 Days 
Party that celebrated the beginning of the 
last 100 days before seniors graduate.
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CAMPUS
by Zach Krauss
Starting this semester, students can join a new student org on Cedarville’s cam-pus for industrial design majors.
Rebecca Murch, sophomore industrial 
design major and secretary of the Org, said 
that during her first semester she really didn’t 
know many in her major. She said the purpose 
of the org is to get to know the other industrial 
design students so they will be more prepared 
for the second half of the program.
“We want to do something to just help 
everyone get comfortable build communi-
ty,” Murch said. 
The industrial and innovative design 
(IDES) program at Cedarville has a different 
format from other programs. For the first two 
years of the cycle, students are on campus 
following a typical degree plan. Once their 
junior year starts, the rest of the program is 
finished out at the industrial design campus 
in Columbus called the International Center 
for Creativity (ICC), which is a module-based 
learning institution that Cedarville’s Depart-
ment of Art, Design and Theatre partners 
with.
The  dual-campus design of the program 
enables students to pursue specific realms 
of art and design that they otherwise would 
have to independently study at Cedarville. 
IDES is a group-oriented field, so getting to 
work with other students in class on projects 
and company pitches is part of the process of 
preparing students for the job field. 
However, the dual-campus design also 
makes the transition between campuses chal-
lenging because students no longer have the 
pre-structured dorm community. Most stu-
dents attending ICC live in apartments or rent 
houses, and choose roommates to help with 
housing costs before leaving Cedarville, which 
makes knowing underclassmen early vital for 
making living arrangements. 
Allison Ramsey, a sophomore in the pro-
gram, is the president of the org and was the 
one who originally came up with the idea for 
the org. She said that though IDES students 
all take similar classes in their major, they of-
ten end up only knowing each other through 
those classes and not outside of school.
Nate Lloyd, a freshman, said the org 
has been amazing to him so far. When he 
started his semester, Lloyd was only just be-
ginning to meet people in classes. He said 
having people he can carpool with to Carn-
egie on campus as well as brainstorm ideas 
with has been extremely helpful. 
“When we had our first dinner in Chuck’s, 
it was amazing,” Lloyd said. “We spent nearly 
two hours getting together and joking about 
fonts and pictures of bad designs.”
Emily Bader, also a freshman, said the 
organization helps clarify who fellow majors 
are when a lot of the students are busy taking 
general education classes. Bader said she’s 
grateful the org meets for dinner on Tuesday 
nights, so the group can often go together to 
Sketch Night, which is a weekly event hosted 
by the student art org, The Studio.
“I’m excited about the org because I’ll 
actually know people in my year once I head 
to the ICC in a few years,” Bader said. “I’m 
excited to see where the future leads this org 
so we can keep doing what we love.”
The members and officers of the org plan 
to do art-related trips, as well as meeting at 
coffee shops to share ideas and socialize. 
“We’re going to be meeting each week 
for dinners to get to know each other better,” 
Murch said, “and we’re also looking at maybe 
taking some trips to museums or even doing 
things that aren’t related to art, just for fun.”
Meghan Burns, a freshman, is the vice 
president of the org. She says one of the things 
she’s most excited about is the ability to net-
work with the people she’s going to be around 
for the entire last half of her education. 
“Being able to find people we want to 
live with in Columbus now is something 
that I think will be really helpful,” Burns 
said. “We’re going to be spending so much 
time together, I’m glad we can grow togeth-
er as an org earlier than later.”
Zach Krauss is a junior pharmacy/music 
double major from central Texas and cam-
pus reporter for Cedars. He loves music, 
theatre, biology, community, and meeting 
new people.
Cedarville Gains New Industrial Design Org
Photo by Emily Sulka
Students enjoy eating together in Chuck’s at the first dinner meeting of the new Industrial 
Design org. 
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by Brianna Saucier 
The Cedarville Moot Court team made it to nationals in just its second year as a program. 
Two of the eight members, senior Abi-
gail Barnes and junior Levi Gross, traveled 
across the country to Dallas on Jan. 20 to 
compete at the University of Texas School of 
Law. Nationals was the culmination of Moot 
Court’s year-long series of courtroom-style 
debate competitions.
Moot Court is an organization that 
competes against other schools through 
courtroom-style debates. Students are giv-
en a Supreme Court case at the beginning 
of May to argue in late November before a 
panel of judges.
“The whole experience is enjoyable,” 
said Marcus Waterman, a junior and return-
ing team member. “It encompasses com-
petition, learning, speaking in a courtroom 
setting, skipping school, going on a trip with 
a lot of good people, [and] being a part of a 
team. And, it’s a great résumé builder.”
Cedarville’s Moot Court team formed 
last year under the guidance of professors 
Robert Vaughn and David Rich. The idea 
had been in the works for several years be-
fore it came to fruition.
Rich desired a competitive element to 
add to the Legal Society, a Cedarville org for 
prospective law students, and discovered 
the National Moot Court Association.
Rich agreed to let Vaughn take charge 
of running the organization, as he had sev-
en years experience under his belt work-
ing as an attorney. Vaughn’s leadership 
helped guide the team to success, despite 
the team’s lack of experience surrounding 
Moot Court. 
In their first year, the team of junior 
Colby S. Johnson and Gross were quar-
terfinalists in the regional competition at 
Wooster College, just one spot away from 
going to nationals. 
Waterman also placed as Individual 
Orator two years in a row, getting seventh 
place last year and fourth this past fall. This 
is an individual award based on the stu-
dent’s performance abilities.
According to Vaughn, while Moot Court 
was successful last year, it was very infor-
mal. New organization and understanding 
of the competition led to improvements in 
both arguments and preparation. Students 
even received course credit in Vaughn’s 
class this past fall. 
“Last year, it was just come sign up if 
you’re interested, practice when you could,” 
Vaughn said. “This year we tied a class to it 
so [students] could get class credit for time 
spent, and we [also] had more regular prac-
tice time.”
Cedarville had eight members join this 
year. They were split into four teams to 
compete in both Ohio and Michigan. The 
team included Gross, Barnes, Johnson, Wa-
terman, freshman Brianna Saucier, soph-
omore Andy Arreguin, sophomore Scott 
Grimes and senior Tyler Fisher.  All of the 
starting members from last year returned to 
compete again.
The students worked in pairs in order 
to compete, each taking a separate issue in 
the same case. Each student then prepared 
two arguments, one for and one against the 
issue at hand, otherwise known as arguing 
on behalf of the petitioner or defendant.  
This year’s case was based on a murder 
trial conviction. One student per team had 
to analyze whether the Functional Brain 
Mapping Exam used to convict the petition-
er was a violation of the Fifth Amendment. 
The other student argued whether the sol-
itary confinement sentence was “cruel and 
unusual punishment,” and therefore a vio-
lation of the Eighth Amendment. 
Students were given a total of 20 min-
utes as a team to sway the judges to their 
side, with the winning team of each round 
continuing on. 
Cedarville went up against dozens of 
other schools in late November and ear-
ly December for regionals. The top four or 
eight teams (depending on the region) went 
on to nationals.
Two of Cedarville’s teams went to the 
regional competition at University of Akron 
School of Law, and two at Saginaw Valley 
State University in Michigan. 
At Akron, the team of Waterman and 
Fisher were quarterfinalists, with Gross and 
Barnes semifinalists.
“Levi and I were Cedarville’s first team 
to ever attend nationals, and I am really 
proud of that,” Barnes said. “I was able to 
grow a lot in my knowledge of Moot Court 
and the case that we were representing. I 
also had one judge tell me that one of my 
arguments was the most organized that he 
had ever seen in his career, and that was ex-
tremely encouraging.”
The duo had placed fourth out of 24 
teams for the chance to compete in Dallas. 
Barnes and Gross won a round before 
losing a split-ballot against the team that 
ended up winning the entire competition.
“There was some really good competi-
tion and the talent was incredible,” Water-
man said. “They did really well considering 
it was their first time. They won a few bal-
lots, had some good comments, and they are 
determined to go back.” 
The team had several other accom-
plishments this year, with two students win-
ning Orator awards. Gross and Waterman 
placed ninth and fourth respectively out of 
48 students. 
“Whether for fun, to learn, or to build 
relationships or résumés, it is definitely a 
worthwhile program to be involved in,” Wa-
terman said. 
Students said the program helped 
them practice and gain experience in gath-
ering information, understanding argu-
ment, legal writing and presenting infor-
mation in a professional manner. It also 
offered them a chance to talk to people 
with experience in their perspective field as 
all of the judges practiced law or went to 
law school.
As a result, Barnes and Gross said their 
experience at nationals equipped them with 
skills and memories they will have for years 
to come. 
“At first, competing at Nationals was 
pretty overwhelming,” Gross said. “But as 
soon as the first round started all of my jit-
ters were gone. The competition was intense 
... but I think Abby and I did a great job and 
remained poised. I couldn’t be happier with 
our performance.”
Brianna Saucier is a freshman English 
major and Campus reporter for Cedars. 
She enjoys soccer, photography, and Army 
ROTC.
Moot Court Competes in Nationals
Photo courtesy of Robert Vaughn
From left to right: Tyler Fisher, Marcus Waterman, Levi Gross and Abigail Barnes, at the 
regional competition held at the University of Akron School of Law displaying their semifinalist 
and quarterfinalist awards.
by Rebekah Erway and Rachel 
Downs
The Oxford English Dictionary defines a “date” as “an appointment or engagement at a particular time; esp. a social activity or meeting with a person in 
whom one has a romantic interest.” In their terms, then, a 
date could be any sort of activity that a person purposefully 
schedules with the someone that person has a crush on. Ce-
darville University students, however, have a different defi-
nition. For them, the dating location is just as significant in 
classifying a date as the act of a planned get together. 
Of the 642 students who took the Cedars dating poll, 
only 15 percent said they’d prefer to go on a date on campus. 
Of the others, over 30 students said that dating on campus 
is entirely out of the question. 
“Cedarville doesn’t have ‘date spots’ unless you want to 
be extremely awkward or break rules,” a sophomore female 
said. Survey responses to the question “where on campus 
would you go on a date?” included comments such as “Off 
Campus,” “Never on campus,” “What” and “Canada or pos-
sibly Xenia.” 
“None of these [survey options] counts as a date,” an-
other sophomore female said. One senior female, while de-
clining to call routine campus activities dates, admitted that 
there could be some acceptable dates on campus. 
“If you feel like you have to stay on campus, at least go 
to an activity like ALT night or ice skating,” she said. “But 
Chuck’s, I repeat, Chuck’s with someone of the opposite sex 
is not a date. Come on Cedarville, let’s get a little classier.”
Of those who did admit that campus would be an ac-
ceptable place to date, over a dozen liked a walk or a walk 
around the lake as a date. This feedback further solidifies 
the Cedarville culture’s thrice-around-the-lake theory, de-
fined as follows: “any male-female duo seen walking three 
times around Cedar Lake must be dating.” 
Others who mentioned on-campus date spots recom-
mended going to a Cedarville event like a concert or a play. 
Rinnova was the resounding winner for on-campus 
date spots with a total of 334 votes, but other students were 
willing to settle for benches, lounges in academic buildings 
(or, as one student responded, “Apple mah dude”), dorms 
or the BTS, or just somewhere quiet and secluded. 
“Anywhere to get away from others,” a junior male said. 
Whether by the lake or in an academic building, some 
Cedarville students are more than willing to accept the Ox-
ford definition of date being simply a planned activity. But 
even the students who are willing to accept that definition 
lean towards an off-campus date spot. 
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Dating on Cedarville’s Campus 
Survey says, go elsewhere
Graphic by Tasha Peterson
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Taking that information into account, 
Cedars has developed six off-campus date 
spot suggestions to help up the game for 
date location-hunting. 
The Book Loft of German Village
As one of the largest independent book-
stores in the nation, The Book Loft has 32 
rooms of shelves that are overflowing with 
books of all genres: classics, non-fiction, 
fantasy, science fiction, and more. If you’re 
not interested in a sit-down kind of dating 
experience, you and your date could easi-
ly spend hours exploring all the nooks and 
crannies of this building. Plus, you can pick 
up some bargain books that will make great 
conversation pieces for future dates.
Thai Nine
If you decide to take your date to a for-
mal dinner, try Dayton’s Thai Nine. Menu 
options range from your typical Pad Thai 
entrée, to diverse sushi rolls, and duck cur-
ry. The restaurant provides an intimate ta-
ble setting surrounded by traditional Thai 
decorations. This gives you the opportunity 
to learn more about Thailand customs while 
treating your date to an exquisite dinner. 
Guerra’s Krazy Taco
This small restaurant has been rated as 
one of the best taco places in the Springfield 
area. Guerra’s Krazy Taco is a couple steps 
up from your typical Taco Bell. It has numer-
ous specialty tacos ranging from simple beef 
and cheese to teriyaki chicken, pineapple 
and cucumber. The exterior of the restaurant 
is rustic and authentic Springfield, but the 
inside is rarely crowded and has conversa-
tion-starter-worthy decorations.
 Bada Bing! Pizzeria
If your date prefers pizza to tacos, Bada 
Bing! Pizzeria in Springfield is a great option. 
The pizzeria offers artisan gourmet pizza at 
affordable prices, with topping combinations 
ranging from classic Hawaiian to big Philly 
style, Popeye, Angry Birds and Mona Lisa. 
Ghostlight Coffee
Located in the historic South Park dis-
trict in Dayton, Ghostlight Coffee serves 
numerous coffee beverages, teas, hot choc-
olate, and pastries. The interior of the cof-
fee shop has exposed brick and comfortable 
lighting, giving it an old, warm house kind 
of feel. Plus, the coffee is always ethically 
sourced. 
*Editor-in-Chief Approved*
Columbus Coffee Trail
Why settle for just one coffee shop 
when you can visit several throughout Co-
lumbus through the Columbus Coffee Trail? 
The trail experience allows you and your 
date to visit a variety of coffee shops in 
Columbus and earn a T-shirt. You need to 
order from five of the 23 participating cof-
fee shops in the area to complete the tour. 
The list of coffee shops is available at www.
cbuscoffee.com. Ask for a Coffee Tour card 
at the first shop you visit and be sure to get 
it stamped at each of the other stops. After 
filling out your card, visit the Convention 
Center to receive the graphic T-shirt com-
memorating your caffeinated journey.
Kettering Ice Arena
Maybe you and your date want to par-
ticipate in a winter activity instead of the 
cliché coffee date. Try getting out on the ice 
at The Kettering Ice Arena in Dayton. The 
arena offers skate rentals, lockers, and a 
concession area. Plus, if you think a group 
date would be more comfortable if it’s a first 
date, or you want your date to meet your 
friends, the arena offers a group discount if 
your group is more than eight people. 
Cedarville University couples aren’t 
limited to dating on- campus or at a pseudo- 
on-campus location like Beans and Cream 
or Telemetry. This Valentine’s season, take 
the initiative to suggest someplace new. 
Rebekah Erway is a senior Christian ed-
ucation major and campus editor for Ce-
dars. She enjoys odd numbers, Oxford com-
mas, and speaking in a British accent.
Rachel Downs is a freshman English major 
and  freelance writer for Cedars. She enjoys 
reading, going on adventures with friends, 
and listening to music from all genres.
Earn an advanced degree in less than one year! You also have  
the option to sit for parts of the CPA Exam throughout the program. 
KEY FACTS
• 31 credit hours (10 courses)
• Program completion in 9 months (full-time)
•  Merit and financial assistance grants available
• Expand your network and learn new skills
•  Apply your undergraduate accounting  
knowledge towards earning an advanced 
degree while obtaining the credit hours 
necessary for CPA licensure
•  Engage in courses taught from a Christian 
perspective by professors with public  
accounting and/or industry experience
EXPLORE CALVIN COLLEGE’S
MASTER OF ACCOUNTING (MAcc)
NO GMAT OR OTHER 
GRADUATE ADMISSION 
TEST REQUIRED
APPLY TODAY 
calvin.edu/go/macc
North Hall 167
1740 Knollcrest Circle SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
(616) 526-7795
macc@calvin.edu
Master of Accounting
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by Breanna Beers
In December of 2017, Bridges of Hope opened its doors to its first guests, converting a former elementary school into an emergency shelter.
The road to opening Bridges of Hope was a three-year 
process of prayer and persistence until finally the nonprofit 
organization was finally able to confirm their purchase of 
the former Simon Kenton Elementary School in Xenia. The 
building was slated for demolition, but now it has been con-
verted to serve the community in a new way. Jill Conkel, 
the shelter manager, said the mission of Bridges of Hope is 
threefold.
“We’re trying to alleviate homelessness, help with ad-
diction, and overcome poverty,” Conkel said. “We’re trying 
to meet the basic human needs that someone has.” 
Meeting the basic needs of food, shelter and safety, 
Conkel said, can empower individuals to take steps on their 
own toward economic and personal growth. By contrast, 
when someone is lacking the security of a roof over his or 
her head, it is much more difficult to begin searching for 
a job or dealing with addiction. Conkel explained the diffi-
cult-to-grasp concept for Cedarville students by applying it 
to their daily lives.
“How would you do as a student,” Conkel asked, “if you 
had to sleep outside, not sleep, watch yourself, not work, 
wondering where you’re going to eat next, and it’s really cold, 
and then you’ve got to go to class — how well do you per-
form?”
This, Conkel explained, is why Bridges of Hope was 
started. The shelter has already made an impact on the 
community in just the few weeks since it opened.
“We’ve already heard in the few weeks that we’ve been 
open that more appointments are being kept at a local coun-
seling place, more are going to recovery programs,” Conkel 
said.
Homelessness is not an issue specific to Xenia, but 
rather a country-wide phenomenon. In addition, many of 
those who are homeless are not so of their own volition. The 
U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Admin-
istration reports that approximately 30 percent of individ-
uals experiencing chronic homelessness — those who have 
Photo by Jill Conkel
Apex Church volunteers help to prepare clothes for distribution at the Bridges of Hope facility recently during a church work day.
‘Bridging’ the Gap
Local homeless shelter ‘Bridges of Hope’ serves community needs
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beenhomeless for a year or more — have a serious mental 
illness, and almost two-thirds of chronically homeless in-
dividuals have a substance abuse disorder or other chronic 
health condition. 
These conditions often play a role both in driving 
people into homelessness and in keeping them there. In 
particular, the use of opioids such as heroin, morphine, 
and fentanyl has been steadily rising over the last sever-
al years, and according to NBC, Ohio is the “epicenter” of 
this crisis. The U.S. Department of Health reported that 
more than 4,000 Ohio residents died of opioid overdoses 
in 2016, and officials estimate that that number may have 
doubled in 2017.
Social work professor Dr. Julie Furj-Kuhn said that 
substance addiction and mental illness often go hand-in-
hand as individuals try to use opioids or alcohol to deal with 
their condition.
“There’s a lot of individuals who ... have some sort of 
mental illness, and use drugs or alcohol in order to cope,” 
Furj-Kuhn said. “It’s a catch-22.”
Bridges of Hope recognizes the challenges many home-
less people face in dealing with substance or alcohol abuse, 
but instead of closing their doors to these individuals, the 
shelter chooses to welcome them in. 
“We are a low-bar shelter, which means we don’t have 
a lot of requirements to come in,” Conkel said. “If you come 
in drunk, if you come in on drugs, that doesn’t eliminate you 
from coming in. What does is your behavior.”
For instance, Conkel explained, someone could come 
into the shelter drunk, but as long as they remain quiet and 
calm, they are permitted to stay. By contrast, if an individ-
ual came into the shelter and acted unruly and destructive, 
they would be asked to leave, regardless of whether drugs or 
alcohol were a part of the equation. 
Conkel said she has found that addiction is usually not 
the ultimate cause of homelessness, but rather the symptom 
of a deeper problem.
“The addiction is not the first step,” Conkel said. “A lot 
of times, when someone has an addiction, there is a root 
problem. A lot of it goes back to childhood — there’s been 
neglect from childhood, abuse from childhood, that they 
just don’t seem to be able to overcome. They can’t have sta-
ble relationships, and then that drives addictions, which are 
usually masking pain in someone’s life. If you don’t deal 
with why someone started drinking, you really don’t solve 
their problem.”
According to Conkel, the next step in helping homeless 
individuals after meeting basic human needs for food and 
shelter and dealing with addiction is finding employment. 
“I hear a lot of frustrated individuals saying, ‘I just want 
a job. I just want to work,’” Conkel said. “A lot of them have 
felony records—not violent—and it’s amazing how many 
places will not hire with that. It happened eight years ago; it 
could be carrying drugs or something like that, but nobody 
will hire them.”
Yet, even if an individual is able to find work, Conk-
el said many homeless individuals put their money toward 
food for the day or a night in a hotel, rather than saving to-
ward long-term goals. Conkel said she has seen how home-
lessness can develop a mindset focused on survival today 
rather than hope tomorrow.
In order to combat this mindset, Conkel said Bridges 
of Hope provides shelter for the employed homeless along 
with the unemployed. Rather than “punishing” those who 
are able to find jobs by requiring them to find their own 
place to sleep, Bridges of Hope allows them to stay at the 
shelter as they continue on the road to independence. 
“Giving people that ability to sleep and rest and get that 
done, it’s allowing them to take steps on their own to attend 
meetings, maybe to look for employment, save their money 
so they can maybe get a place,” said Conkel.
Bridges of Hope is currently seeking volunteers to con-
tinue to serve the needs of the community. Conkel and Furj-
Kuhn both encouraged students to get involved in homeless 
ministry, whether by tutoring children in homeless families, 
offering to help homeless individuals write resumes, giving 
haircuts at a local shelter, or supporting businesses that give 
back, such as Second Act and One Bistro. 
“Sometimes we don’t see it, as Cedarville University, 
but there are people living in poverty right here in our own 
town,” Furj-Kuhn said.
Breanna Beers is a freshman Molecular Biology and Jour-
nalism double major and an off-campus news writer for 
Cedars. She loves exercising curiosity, hiking new trails, 
and quoting The Princess Bride. whether it’s relevant or 
not.
Photo by Jessica St. Onge
One of the beds prepared for the men staying overnight, complete with sheets, blankets, a pillow, and a nametag.
“Sometimes we don’t see 
it, as Cedarville University, 
but there are people living 
in poverty right here in our 
own town.”
Julie Furj-Kuhn
Social work professor
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by Nathan Robertson
As an audience, it can be easy to forget all the work it takes to put on a theater performance. Before any of the actors or set pieces ever get in front of a crowd, 
the entire production must go through an extensive process.
All of the shows Cedarville performs are determined 
the previous academic year.
“When looking at our season selection for this current 
year, we had specific genres that we were looking at, and chil-
dren’s theatre or fantasy was one of those,” said Assistant Pro-
fessor of Theatre, Rebekah Priebe. “‘The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe’ was a suggestion and everyone was very excited 
about that and got on board pretty quickly with that idea.”
“The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” by C.S. Lewis 
has been a staple in literature collections for decades. It’s a sto-
ry that not only creates an entirely new world, but presents a 
story of redemption and saving grace that not even the young-
est of children could miss. The book is fueled by its visuals, 
from the pure white of never-ending winter, to the green of the 
grass that is slowly revealed as Aslan makes his return. These 
visuals were at the forefront of Cedarville’s production of “The 
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.” 
The faculty decided on a children’s theater version of the 
show that was dramatized by Joseph Robinette. The script is 
relatively short with a runtime well under two hours. 
However the spectacle and set expectations are far 
from simple. The set design for this show involved a built-
in turntable, as well as multiple moving set pieces such as 
massive stone pillars and the famous stone table. Perhaps 
the most impressive piece created by the shop crew was the 
Aslan puppet, which is operated by three actors. 
While the Aslan puppet is an impressive feat, its quality 
is matched by the creative work of Priebe, who also serves 
as the head of the costume department, and the rest of the 
costume shop. Each character in the show had their own 
unique look that made it feel as though C.S. Lewis’ classic 
book had come to life.
 “It can be challenging to work with a piece of literature 
that is so familiar to so many people, but still make it fresh 
and new,” Priebe said. “And then of course working with 
characters that you wouldn’t necessarily come across in this 
world, such as fauns and unicorns and talking animals.”
Bringing Stories to Life
A behind-the-scenes look at the process of creating Cedarville’s impressive stage productions
Photo by Jessica St. Onge
Peter (Zachary Krauss) fights Fenris Ulf (Jean-Luc Schieferstein). The cast trained hard to polish their stage combat.
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However, these challenges are well 
worth it, Priebe said.
“I think it’s been rewarding to see all the 
designs come together because we have made 
so many of the pieces rather than just going 
out and purchasing or renting,” she said.
A majority of the costumes featured in 
the show were created by the costume shop, 
based on designs created by Priebe. From 
wolf claws made out of tin foil and masking 
tape, to human-sized beaver tails, the cos-
tumes are products of an immense amount 
of hard work.
While the costumes are impressive, they 
don’t mean much if there’s nobody to fill 
them. This past October, the theater depart-
ment held auditions for “The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe.” Over 60 students from 
different majors and varying levels of expe-
rience arrived at Alford Auditorium looking 
forward to the possibility of a callback. 
The audition experience is often a 
daunting one. For this show in particular, 
the production team, including stage man-
ager Brie Bauman, were looking for actors 
they knew would be dedicated to their roles.
“In the casting process we were very fo-
cused on determining someone’s character 
and how comfortable they were with being 
all-in for a production like this,”  Bauman 
said. “A lot of magic needs to be created 
through the actors. A lot of that dedication 
and joy with the story is something that the 
director looked for.”
At callbacks, each person read from 
selected excerpts from the script. Some 
students were put into groups and asked 
to come up with an impromptu, choreo-
graphed lion movement. After a few hours, 
everyone was sent home to spend the night 
in anticipation as the wait began for the cast 
list that would be posted the next day.
The day the cast list was announced 
was the same day of the first rehearsal. The 
first rehearsal is typically a readthrough of 
the script, while the remaining rehearsals 
cover blocking and workshopping scenes. 
All of the rehearsals lead up to a faculty 
preview, where the show is put on in its cur-
rent state. After the preview, the theater fac-
ulty decide whether the production is ready 
to be put on the main stage.
Following faculty preview is show 
week. During this time, dress rehearsals 
begin, and all elements including costume, 
sound, lighting and all other technical as-
pect are incorporated.
“The most difficult part has really been 
bringing all of the tech things together that 
have very much been new for our program,” 
Bauman said. “Things that we haven’t tried 
before, and just working with those and 
being creative and having those be imple-
mented in different ways each night.”
The technical elements of the show are 
helped by the fact that Lewis’ story comes to 
life all on its own. The production team be-
hind the show wants to be sure that the mes-
sage of the show is spoken loud and clear.
“Overall, the message is very much 
what Lewis intended I believe, which is first 
to tell a good story but then of course to have 
that story be used to instruct young people 
— especially on what redemption and grace 
are,” Bauman said.
The story has stood the test of time since 
its original release in October of 1950. Many 
children grew up on “The Chronicles of Nar-
nia,” including Jeremy Smith, the dramaturg 
for Cedarville’s production of the play. 
The dramaturg does research about the 
show in order to give the cast and audiences a 
deeper look into the history behind the story. 
The director’s concept for the show is fu-
eled by the idea that C.S. Lewis wrote each of 
the Narnia books as a representation of each 
of the seven planets in medieval cosmology. 
“The Lion, the Witch and the Ward-
robe” is said to have been based off the plan-
et Jupiter, or Jove. 
Jupiter represents joy, especially for 
the end of winter and the beginning of 
spring. This joy was the central metaphor 
behind the show.
“That’s the theme of this return of the 
king, this overarching joviality and happi-
ness and joy that comes along with winter 
ending and the king returning,” Smith said. 
“It’s why I think that the first book in partic-
ular resonates with so many people.”
This story carries a message of redemp-
tion and sacrifice that is known for being 
symbolic of Jesus Christ’s saving work on 
the cross. However, this story is much more 
than a series of Christian motifs. This story 
is a lesson in creativity and love that is made 
available to people of all ages. 
The Cedarville production of “The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe” dedicated 
countless hours of rehearsal, set building and 
costume creating, in order to take this story 
of grace, and truly bring it to life. The process 
was a unique one, since this show contained 
so many new and exciting technical elements. 
Putting on a show is never easy, and it’s 
a lot of hard work. However, Cedarville’s the-
atre program understands that no matter how 
difficult the process may be, ultimately the 
most important thing is telling a good story.
Nathan Robertson is a junior broad-
casting and digital media major and a 
writer for Cedars. He is an avid film watch-
er, an open-minded music lover, and a de-
voted Netflix binger.
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The Seen and the Unseen
Cameron Clark finds Christ in his search for spiritual truth in the midst of worldly struggles
by Katie Milligan 
Cameron Clark has always committed himself to the search for truth. De-spite coming form a Christian home, 
he explored various spiritualities for years 
before rediscovering that true authenticity 
can only be found in Christ.
A junior transfer student at Cedarville 
University, Clark is a biblical studies major 
on track for a master of divinity degree. Born 
and raised in Centerville, Ohio, Clark asked 
Jesus into his heart at four years old. He then 
attended church with his family through his 
elementary and middle school years.
When Clark was a freshman in high 
school, he left to attend a summer intensive 
ballet and modern dance program at the 
Nutmeg Conservatory for the Arts in Tor-
rington, Connecticut, 12 hours away from 
home. He lived there through junior year 
of high school and then transferred to Pitts-
burgh Ballet Theater for his senior year. 
Since he did not get connected to a local 
church, Clark said he identifies this move 
as the catalyst for his journey away from 
Christ. 
“I still considered myself a Christian, but 
I didn’t take sin seriously at all,” Clark said. 
By the time he was a senior in high 
school, he had grown comfortable with al-
cohol and marijuana.
“I allowed myself to be deceived, and 
eventually those things took control,” Clark 
said. “I thought that drugs were better be-
cause they made me feel good. I began to be 
attracted to other worldviews and spiritual 
things that justified my choice.”
After graduating from high school, 
Clark attended Butler University for two 
years to pursue an arts administration and 
dance degree. However, he said he quickly 
burnt out and shifted his focus away from 
dance, deciding to transfer to Miami Uni-
versity at Oxford, where his focus became 
network marketing.
During Clark’s second semester at Mi-
ami, he began to experiment with various 
spiritualities. He visited a pagan crystal 
shop, which sparked his interest in the New 
Age movement. 
“The premise or basis of the New Age is 
that the world is going through an ascension 
process by each human realizing themself 
as a god and becoming enlightened,” Clark 
explained. 
He considered himself a pantheist, 
someone who believes that everything in the 
universe is God, and that God is expressed 
in everything in the universe.
By the end of that school year, Clark had 
become unintentionally immersed in the 
New Age witchcraft culture, and dropped 
out of Miami. He spent some time dancing 
for a professional modern dance company 
in West Virginia before going on the road. 
He traveled for two years, seeking spir-
itual fulfillment in all the wrong places, he 
said. During this time, his drug use became 
more frequent and serious, as he began ex-
perimenting with psychedelics such as LSD. 
He said the frantic search for drugs con-
trolled him, as he believed it was the way to 
achieve enlightenment.
During his travels, Clark collected sev-
eral tattoos; all carry a dark symbolism. For 
example, the familiar peace sign on his right 
hand, the same one that became popular 
during the 1960s at Woodstock and is still 
common today, is actually a depiction of the 
magic symbol called the crow’s foot. The 
three-dimensional image on his left forearm 
is a representation of the demonic god Baal. 
The 2D symbol is commonly called The Star 
of David today. 
In the future, Clark hopes to cover his 
tattoos with ones that better describe what 
he now stands for. 
“Who I am now wouldn’t get tattoos 
unless they were Christian-themed or were 
going to be effective for ministry,” he said.
After two years of pursuing worldly 
passions and otherworldly agendas, Clark 
realized that his situation was dire; he had 
been suffering from severe depression, anx-
iety and paranoia, he said. The deeper his 
involvement in New Age philosophy be-
came, the more he discovered the manipu-
lation that he was under, and his physical 
condition continued to deteriorate. He 
called his parents and asked to come home.
Clark attributes his recovery to the as-
sistance he received from his family. Even 
when he was rebelling against them, they 
continued to show him patience and love. 
“They didn’t push me away, or judge 
me, or jump down my throat with Biblical 
anything. They just prayed for me,” Clark 
said. “People don’t realize how powerful 
prayer is. [It] literally saved my life.”
Upon returning home, Clark quit drugs 
but continued to practice healing methods 
Photo by Lauren Jacobs
Cameron Clark rediscovered the truth of Christianity after years of following New Age 
philosophy.
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he had learned from New Age to regain 
his mental health. He used magic crystals, 
spells, astrology and meditation. He even 
tried counseling, yoga and kinesiology. 
Nothing was working until the day Clark 
read a New Age article about Christ. 
“I stopped using drugs, but what I re-
ally needed was Jesus,” Clark said. “While I 
was still stubborn ... Jesus met me where I 
was at in a New Age article to heal me from 
spiritual warfare.”
He read Luke 6:28, which says, “Bless 
those who curse you,” and decided that 
since he had been open-minded to so many 
other healing solutions, Christianity was 
worth a second try. Clark prayed to Jesus, 
and he immediately experienced relief. 
“I felt His power push back the oppres-
sion that I was experiencing. It was amaz-
ing, and it was nothing that I did, other than 
surrender to Jesus,” Clark said. 
From that point on, Clark said he be-
gan habitually reading the Bible and gain-
ing Christian insight. Watching videos from 
Stephen Dollins, a Christian who used to be 
a high priest at a pagan church, was a vali-
dating and liberating experience for him. 
Additionally, Clark met a youth pastor 
and his wife who formerly practiced witch-
craft and had since been converted to Chris-
tianity. Her story impacted Clark greatly, 
and the broken pieces of his life began fall-
ing into place and his relationships were 
renewed. 
“They restored my understanding of 
who God is from a pantheistic view of God,” 
Clark said. “Very quickly, I was restored to 
functional relief from anxiety and paranoia. 
I recommitted my life to Jesus after that.”
Just weeks later, Clark felt a calling to 
ministry. Though Cedarville had previously 
not been an option, he coincidentally was 
spending time with friends who were driv-
ing a student back to campus, and Clark felt 
God nudging him to apply. Several weeks 
later, he was accepted and enrolled for fall 
semester 2017 as a psychology major, but 
quickly changed to Biblical studies.
Clark said Cedarville is the ideal envi-
ronment to grow in his relationship with 
God. He said he greatly enjoys chapel, Bible 
classes, SGA prayer nights, and volunteer 
opportunities. His girlfriend, sophomore 
nursing student Rachel Lynch, spoke of 
Clark’s dedication to his faith
“He is so passionate about the Lord 
that it inspires me to be more passionate 
about the Lord,” Lynch said. “When you in-
teract with someone who is truly pursuing 
the Lord, it really shows. You can tell the 
impact that God had on his life, and that has 
changed his heart, so everything that flows 
from it now looks like Christ.”
Clark said that from this point on, he 
will do whatever God asks of him and seek 
to become an open vessel for God to use for 
His glory. He admitted that if he had not 
gone through the struggles that he did, his 
faith would not be as strong now. 
“Where I was at that point in life, the 
truth hurt, and I would run away from it un-
til I was ready for it. When I was ready for 
truth, it was Jesus who gave it to me,” Clark 
said. “It’s so much easier for me to grasp 
onto truth now, because it’s truth that set 
me free and allowed me to heal.”
As he looks back on his life, he realizes 
that the truth that is the power of the Bible 
kept resurfacing.
“The Bible is healing me, in a way that 
no drug, no crystal, no magic spell, no New 
Age meditation or soul mate search was 
helping me heal,” Clark said. “The Bible is 
the most important thing in all of existence.”
Going forward, Clark hopes to use his 
testimony to bring others to Christ, espe-
cially fellow New Agers. 
“Jesus is Lord of everything seen and 
unseen, and he called me out of the wilder-
ness of sin that continued until I was 25. 
I’m a very open person, and I’m going to 
be authentic because God is authentic and 
exposes every part of Himself to us through 
the Bible.”
Clark is amazed at the change Christ 
brought about in him and claims that since 
coming to faith, he has realized how foolish 
he was to stray. 
“Christianity is the most real, most 
spiritual, most amazing thing in all of our 
lives. It’s so much more than a religion, it’s 
a relationship with God.”
Katie Milligan is a freshman English ma-
jor. She enjoys taking Polaroid photos, eat-
ing pasta, and watching Disney movies.
Photo by Naomi Howard
Cameron Clark got several tattoos during his travels that reflect his previous involvement in 
New Age philosophy.
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The Studio
New leadership and members revived Cedarville University’s art organization after a year of dormancy
by Kaileigh Willis
New officers and students have revived Cedarville University’s The Studio, an organization for lovers of creativity from watercolor painters to sketch artists. 
According to the organization’s constitution, The Stu-
dio, Society of Art + Design was formed in 2010. Its purpose 
is to encourage the study of art, to connect art and design 
majors and students with similar passions, and to give art 
and design assistance to Cedarville University as well as 
other clients. The Studio is open to all students and is not 
limited to art and design majors.
Although attendance to the Studio has declined within 
the last few years, The Studio has been revitalized. Through 
its weekly sketch nights and other art events, the organi-
zation hopes to encourage art lovers of all different skills, 
majors and perspectives to come together for a time of fel-
lowship, creativity, and fun.     
According to the president, Tasha Peterson, the art org 
meets for weekly sketch nights on Tuesday evenings at 8 in 
the back of Stinger’s. During these meetings, students of 
different majors and creative abilities bring their own art 
supplies and gather with other artists to create and fellow-
ship with one another.
Although the meetings are referred to as “sketch nights,” 
they are not limited to one specific art style. A wide array of 
skill levels and forms of art are represented at the meetings, 
from simple doodles to impressive watercolor paintings. Stu-
dents can ask others for feedback on their pieces and appreci-
ate each others’ creativity. Some students bring their art proj-
ects to work on while others bring their homework simply 
because they love the community and conversation.
The Studio’s informal environment makes it more 
unique than any other organization on campus. Students 
attend sketch nights whenever they can and stay for as long 
as they wish. Members are not required to make a full com-
mitment to attend every meeting and event. 
Allison Ramsey, vice president of The Studio, said that 
in the past the sketch nights felt like a group of friends hang-
ing out. However, because of the increase in attendance and 
the organization’s friendliness to newcomers, the group dy-
namic has changed.
“While it feels like a large friend group, it’s always 
changing so it’s not so much of a clique,” Ramsey said.
Former president Josiah Parsons said that in the past 
The Studio was involved with larger art events. Once, a 
church asked them to paint murals for their Sunday school 
classrooms. 
However, within the last few years, attendance at The 
Studio’s sketch nights dwindled. The organization hosted 
fewer events, and fewer students knew about The Studio’s 
existence as an art org on campus.
Peterson has high hopes for the community of artists. 
She began attending The Studio’s sketch nights after she 
heard about them during her sophomore year. 
For Peterson, The Studio offers an escape from study-
ing for a few hours, motivation to create more in her free 
time, and a community to meet new people and make new 
friends. Peterson, a visual communication design major, 
became president of The Studio when the previous officers 
began to search for new leadership. 
Ramsey said she first heard about The Studio through 
the involvement fair at the beginning of her freshman year. 
As a regular at sketch nights since her freshman year, Ram-
sey decided to take on the role of vice president. She said the 
organization made her feel much more confident drawing in 
front of other people. 
“[The Studio is] a chance to take a break from home-
work and work on something that is creative and fun with-
out fear of judgment,” Ramsey said.
Morghan O’Neil, another frequent attender of the 
sketch nights, said she heard about the organization even 
before she was attending Cedarville. A junior graphic de-
sign major, O’Neil has brought her art projects to work on 
during sketch nights.
“Art itself can be very isolating,” O’Neil said. “Because 
you’re doing your own projects, so it’s easy to distance your-
self from others.”
She said The Studio gives her the opportunity to bring 
her homework to a place where she can meet other people 
who have similar interests as her; people who she may not 
Photo by Lauren Jacobs
The Studio hosts a weekly “sketch night” for students interested in practicing art of various types. One student uses a picture 
on an iPad as reference for her sloth drawing.
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have otherwise met. O’Neil also said sketch-
ing allows her to process her day, and sketch-
ing with a group of like-minded individuals is 
a great way to unwind.
O’Neil utilized the time she had during 
various sketch nights throughout the fall 
semester to work on a project for her pro-
duction design class.  The project, called a 
type journal, required O’Neil to sketch 26 
different illustrations of various mytholog-
ical gods and goddesses. While juggling oth-
er homework on top of this project, O’Neil 
took advantage of the hour she could dedi-
cate every week to her project.
A new member of The Studio, Sarah 
Bean, said she loves the welcoming environ-
ment the organization offers. The freshman 
journalism major has become a regular at-
tendee of sketch nights this semester.
“[Sketch night] is one point a week 
where I can step away from schoolwork and 
everything and just do whatever: chat, paint, 
and drink some good coffee,” she said. 
Although she is not an art major, Bean 
said she loves the community that The Stu-
dio creates.
Apart from sketch nights, The Studio 
plans to host other events to encourage stu-
dents to appreciate and create art. Through-
out the year, the organization arranges trips 
to several art museums. In the past, they 
have visited the Dayton Art Institute, and 
they hope to visit other museums in the area. 
The Studio has planned a clay night on 
March 24 to teach students about ceramics 
at the Alford Ceramics Studio. The org also 
hopes to paint the rock during various sketch 
nights.
Peterson said she hopes to plan more 
events to incorporate other types of art.
“I would love for The Studio to contin-
ue to grow and get students connected with 
art opportunities both on and off campus,” 
Peterson said.
Students can learn more about The 
Studio on Instagram under the handle @
the_studio_of_cu.
Kaileigh Willis is a freshman professional 
writing and information design major and 
writer for Cedars. When she’s not studying, 
Kaileigh likes to drink tea, read, and listen 
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community 
champion
by Tayana Fowler
Zachary Krauss has always felt the importance of developing and maintaining personal friendships 
that are based on his love for the Lord. 
Krauss, a triple major, is studying phar-
macy, molecular and cellular biology, and 
music. 
At first glance, pharmacy and biology 
degrees seem completely unrelated to mu-
sic. But Krauss’ long term-plan is to have a 
career in music therapy, so it makes sense.
Originally, his plan was to work in pe-
diatric medicine, but during his first visit 
to Cedarville, Dr. Charles Clevenger, Ce-
darville’s retired senior professor of mu-
sic, suggested that Krauss double major in 
pharmacy and music. Krauss, a piano play-
er since kindergarten, declared his double 
major freshman year, and added biology 
later. 
His sophomore year, Krauss had a 
course that required a semester-long proj-
ect, which he used to research music thera-
py.  His work on the project showed him this 
was a way he could blend his two majors to-
gether for a career. It provided a new sense 
of clarity for Krauss.
This clarity helped with his new en-
gaged and active school life; Krauss grew 
up homeschooled, with piano as his main 
extracurricular. But at Cedarville he partic-
ipates in multiple organizations. He serves 
as the Undergraduate Liaison of the Stu-
dent National Pharmacist Association, he 
is a mentor in the Honors org, and he also 
writes for Cedars.
He is also a member of: 
• The Chemistry Club
• Students for Life
• The Studio
• The Biology Club
• American Pharmacists Association 
- Academy of Student Pharmacists
• Student College of Clinical Phar-
macy
• The Psychology organization
• The Swim Club
• Ayo, the dance org
He said that his participation in these 
organizations and other community out-
reaches has reminded him to do everything 
for a greater purpose. 
“So, when I’m doing my schoolwork, 
it’s no longer like I’m proving someone 
wrong,” Krauss said. “It’s more like I’m 
proving Christ right as I continue through 
my work.”
A large part of Krauss’s personality is 
rooted in his deep love for people. 
“I’m a people-person,” he said. “I 
try my best to make an impact on people, 
whether it be small or big. Just through my 
friendships and through my random con-
nections with people. A lot of times I won’t 
talk to people for very much, I’ll just meet 
them once or twice, and I try to remember 
people’s names and just be kind.”  
Allie Eybers, a freshman student, had 
Krauss as her  “Sting Group” leader at the 
beginning of the year. Sting Group leaders 
introduce small groups of incoming fresh-
man to Cedarville life, and help them navi-
gate orientation. 
“He was very genuine and wanted to 
truly get to know the freshman students,” 
Eybers said.
His desire to love people well floods all 
areas of his life, whether that be his career 
or his involvement on campus. He has a de-
sire to share the Gospel through everything 
he does, even if it will be difficult.
“Specifically in my area [of pharmacy,] 
under music therapy, it’s definitely a field 
where it’s difficult to spread the gospel,” he 
said. “But, it’s also definitely an area where 
you can shine as a light for the Gospel. A lot 
of times, in counseling, it’s going to be one-
on-one interactions, or maybe a family.” 
Krauss explained how this one-on-one 
time was the perfect opportunity to share 
the Gospel, perhaps not through direct us-
age of Scripture and the Gospel, but through 
his genuine love for people that is rooted in 
Christ. 
His love for humanity extends from the 
people he hopes to counsel, to the unborn. 
Krauss is very active with Students for Life, 
the pro-life org on campus. 
“I definitely think that it’s important 
for students here to understand the value, 
not only of themselves having views for life, 
but of understanding how to explain it to 
other people,” Krauss said. “Because a lot of 
times it can come off as insensitive to talk to 
people about issues like that. And Students 
for Life does a really good job of explaining 
it in a loving, Christian way.”
Yet Krauss does not let his involvement 
in campus and community outreach dis-
tract from his education. 
Natalia Kirychuk, a close friend of 
Krauss, said, “He is such a hard worker. No-
body really realizes how much he has on his 
plate, how well he divides up his time, and 
how he still takes the time to develop such 
deep relationships with so many different 
people, when he has so much schoolwork.” 
Kirychuk described Krauss as intention-
al and selfless, but very mature in his time 
management. 
“I can always see that the next day is 
going to be in God’s hands, that He’s going 
to sustain me through it,” Krauss said. I can 
find the strength through Christ every single 
day to keep going.”
Zachary Krauss steps into each day 
with the goal to love others, even through 
his busy and hectic schedule. His love for, 
and faith in, God gives him the ability to 
do so, even while balancing the activities of 
day-to-day life.
Tayana Fowler is a freshman broadcasting 
and digital media major and an arts and 
entertainment writer for Cedars. She en-
joys everything related to words, whether 
that’s a well-written novel, a lyrically good 
song, or a great movie script.
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Zachary Krauss: Medical and Musical
Photo by Lauren Jacobs
While dedicating his time and energy to three majors and numerous organizations, Zach 
Krauss still finds time to invest in personal relationships.
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Lady Jackets Vying to Host G-MAC Tournament
by Tim Miller
As the No. 1 team in 3-point shooting in the entire NCAA Division II and a top-five team in field goal percent-
age, the Cedarville Lady Jackets are in posi-
tion to storm through the month of March.
The Lady Jackets nearly knocked off 
defending national champion and No. 1 Ash-
land (zero losses in last two seasons) on Nov. 
11, which now seems to be a game that fore-
shadowed how successful this year’s team 
would be. Ashland needed a buzzer-beater to 
come from behind and beat the Lady Jackets, 
and Cedarville is the only team to lose to Ash-
land by less than 10 points this season.
“I think that game set the tone for 
who we thought we could be, just knowing 
that we could play with the No. 1 team in 
the country,” second-year head coach Kari 
Hoffman said. “I think that gave us confi-
dence from the get-go.”
Cedarville went 9-0 in January and is 
catching fire at the right time. The Lady Jack-
ets (19-4, 14-3 G-MAC as of Feb. 9) could 
look even better had it not been for a few un-
characteristic performances. Cedarville took 
a thumping from Walsh during Christmas 
break, but other than that, the Lady Jackets 
have contested each game they’ve lost.
“I think we expected to be right where 
we’re at,” Hoffman said. “There’s a couple 
times you slip up. Obviously that was the 
Walsh game for us, but I’m really pleased 
with where we’re at.”
Hoffman made a lineup change in late 
December when senior forward Taylor Buckley 
(career-high 20 points against Ashland) suf-
fered a concussion. The move, Hoffman said, 
aimed to give starting senior forwards Emily 
Williams and Breanne Watterworth more time 
to rest. Freshman guard Ashlyn Huffman was 
thrusted into the lineup, and Williams came off 
the bench due to the change.
“We made the move because we were 
getting in foul trouble consistently with Bre 
and Emily,” Hoffman said. “Without having 
a ton of depth in the post, we needed to save 
one of them and not have them both out 
there at the same time.”
Huffman saw her point total rise steadi-
ly, exploding for 14 and 18 points in back-to-
back games against top G-MAC foes Hills-
dale and Ursuline. Although Hoffman said 
she wasn’t sure how long Huffman would 
stay in the lineup upon Buckley’s return, 
the freshman has remained a fixture in the 
starting five since Buckley has come back.
Senior guard Kaitlyn Holm (11.5 points 
per game and 5.0 rebounds per game) said 
the addition of Huffman to the lineup al-
lowed Cedarville to continue to thrive even 
with the loss of Buckley.
“It’s been huge,” Holm said. “Any time 
you can get a freshman to come in and con-
tribute that much it’s a big deal. She sees the 
court really well and produces for us.”
Huffman’s playing time has remained 
steady since earning her new role as a start-
er, but she said she cares more about win-
ning than being in the starting lineup.
“If it’s best for Emily to start again, 
which I think it would be when Buckley is 
back, I’m okay with that,” Huffman said.
Another freshman guard blew the minds 
of insiders when she emerged as a threat from 
deep. Hoffman didn’t expect Stevie Johnting 
to see much action this season, but her range 
from behind the arc warranted more playing 
time. Johnting, who has marked double fig-
ures five times this season, led the nation in 
3-point percentage early in the year.
“Stevie plays really hard,” Hoffman said. 
“She surprised all of us with how well she shot 
the ball. We had to give her some minutes and 
we knew she’d give us quality production.”
In a loss to Kentucky Wesleyan on Feb. 1, 
junior guard and leading scorer Regina Hoch-
stetler (17.8 points per game) left the game 
with a knee injury and did not return. On Feb. 
5, the team learned Hochstetler had torn her 
ACL and would be out for the season, which 
is the second time Hochstetler suffered that 
injury since coming to Cedarville.
“I think we have enough talent on our 
team to make up for her 18 points per game, 
but it just throws everything out of sync,” 
Hoffman said. “From set plays to substitu-
tion rotations and everything in between. 
We will obviously miss her ability to put the 
ball in the hoop and her maturity out on the 
floor in big ways. ”
The loss of Hochstetler comes at a 
point when Cedarville must press on. The 
Lady Jackets’ schedule is unforgiving, with 
a three-game stretch against the top three 
G-MAC teams other than Cedarville in Ohio 
Dominican, Findlay and Ursuline coming in 
the same week.
The Lady Jackets are in a fight to host 
the conference tournament come March, and 
Hoffman, Holm, and junior guard Baylee 
Bennett (No. 7 3-point shooter in the NCAA 
Division II) each said they hope to host it.
Huffman, on the other hand, was cer-
tain the Lady Jackets would play on their 
home floor for the entirety of the tourna-
ment, saying she fully expects Cedarville to 
be home for the event.
With five teams within 2.5 games of earn-
ing the top seed for the tournament, Hoffman 
said that as long as the team improves to close 
the season, the top eight teams in the G-MAC 
will be playing basketball surrounded by corn-
fields during the first week of March.
“If we keep getting better, we truly 
should host the conference tournament,” 
Hoffman said.
Tim Miller is a sophomore marketing major 
and sports editor for Cedars. He enjoys hav-
ing a baby face, sipping Dunkin Donuts cof-
fee and striving to be the optimal combina-
tion of Dwight Schrute and Ron Swanson.
Photo by Lydia Wolterman
Lady Jacket starters enjoy watching the bench help the team to 100 points on Jan. 27.
Photo by Lydia Wolterman
Kaitlyn Holm (24) and Baylee Bennett (4) have been two consistent players for Cedarville.
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Close-Knit Yellow Jackets Expect Big 2018
by Tim Miller
The Cedarville Yellow Jackets base-ball program hasn’t finished over .500 since the 2014 season. How-
ever, head coach Mike Manes expects the 
2018 team to be one of the most solid he’s 
coached.
“I’ve been coaching for a long time and 
I’ve never coached a team that’s worked 
harder than this one,” Manes said. “The 
work ethic is off the charts and if that’s any 
indication, they’re going to do really well.”
Following a 17-30 2017 in which the 
Yellow Jackets squeaked into the G-MAC 
Tournament, Cedarville will be led by two 
players who provided pop to the Yellow 
Jackets’ lineup last season.
Senior outfielder Colton Potter turned 
in a team-high .381 batting average and 
swiped a team-leading 14 bases last season. 
Senior first baseman Markus Neff powered 
six home runs and 40 RBIs last season. The 
one-two punch at the top of the lineup gave 
Cedarville the ability to drive in runs in a 
hurry.
The duo landed on the All-G-MAC Sec-
ond Team last season, and Manes said he 
expects the pair to continue their success 
from last season. Potter knows his role on 
this team and aspires to provide in more 
ways than with his bat.
“I hope that I am able to provide a re-
liable bat this season,” Potter said. “As a se-
nior, I hope to mentor the underclassmen, 
be a spark to the offense and hopefully steal 
some bases again this year.”
Behind those two, Manes said the hit-
ters show more promise than he’s ever seen.
“I’ve never had a team where after bat-
ting practice we’ve had to take buckets and 
pick up home run balls,” Manes said.
Manes also said the team will be suc-
cessful on the mound this season. The team 
has a deep rotation with senior Josh Knee-
land (3.44 ERA in 73 1/3 innings) expected 
to be the ace of the staff.
Potter said there’s no shortage of star 
power on the 2018 Cedarville Yellow Jack-
ets.
“Josh Kneeland and Nate Robinson are 
two senior pitchers who have had success in 
the past and will help lead our pitching staff 
into a successful year,” Potter said. “Markus 
Neff is a huge bat in the lineup that can 
change the game with one swing of the bat. 
We also have senior Thad Ferguson who has 
amazing hands at second and will help lead 
the infield.”
Manes couldn’t name a spot where the 
team suffered from a weakness. Every start-
er has already been named for the Yellow 
Jackets, and Manes said those starters have 
seen plenty of at bats already.
The expanded G-MAC features teams 
that will prove the conference as one of the 
best in baseball nationally, according to 
Manes. Luckily for the Yellow Jackets, they 
played each newcomer other than Hillsdale 
last season, so there won’t be too much 
shock.
Before the conference games start, Ce-
darville will have to battle through a taxing 
non-conference schedule. Games against 
Charleston (34-22 in 2017), Florida South-
ern (35-17 in 2017), and Northwood (46-
13 in 2017) will give the Yellow Jackets no 
chance to warm up to start the season.
“We don’t circle any games,” Manes 
said. “Every game counts the way the region 
is laid out. We are probably playing in our 
first 20 games the most difficult schedule 
Cedarville baseball has ever seen.”
Manes said that as long as the team can 
avoid injuries, the Yellow Jackets should 
make it out of the G-MAC Tournament and 
will have a shot to play in the national tour-
nament.
“The goal is always to get to the World 
Series,” Manes said. “I look at our team and 
it all depends on health. If we stay healthy, 
there’s no reason why we can’t go as far as 
last year.”
Tim Miller is a sophomore marketing ma-
jor and sports editor for Cedars. He enjoys 
having a baby face, sipping Dunkin Donuts 
coffee and striving to be the optimal combi-
nation of Dwight Schrute and Ron Swan-
son.
Photo by Lydia Wolterman
Cedarville is preparing for what it expects to be a much better season than last spring.
(937) 766-9852
105 W Xenia Ave, 
Cedarville, OH 45314
From oil changes to brake jobs we have proudly 
served the Cedarville community for over ten 
years.
Free shuttle service for University students!
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by Tim Miller
The 2017 Cedarville Lady Jackets soft-ball team experienced a whirlwind of outcomes last season. The squad 
featured contributors who earned hon-
ors including G-MAC Pitcher of the Year, 
G-MAC Co-Coach of the Year, and NCCAA 
All-American, among others.
The Lady Jackets were the top-seed-
ed team in the G-MAC Conference Tour-
nament after amassing a 21-4 conference 
record, 3.5 games better than second place 
Kentucky Wesleyan.
However, Cedarville suffered back-to-
back upsets in the conference tournament 
and was ousted by Trevecca in a 9-0 shel-
lacking. Cedarville made it out of the NC-
CAA Midwest Regional, run-ruling both of 
its opponents, but failed to win a game in 
the national tournament, scoring just nine 
runs in three games.
“Our bats were very flat during postsea-
son play last year after winning the regular 
season,” senior pitcher Danielle Wolgamot 
said. “While we remember that feeling, we 
are training even harder so we will not burn 
out and will finish the season how we should 
have last year.”
Cedarville is one of the youngest teams 
in the nation with just one of its top pitch-
ers owning senior status and three of its top 
four hitters holding sophomore status.
“Last year, we had a very young team 
with no seniors and 10 freshmen,” soph-
omore infielder Kara Eiginer said. “Now, 
each player is stronger individually since 
they have more experience, so I believe 
collectively we will have a successful sea-
son.”
The Lady Jackets were bolstered by 
their pitching last season, sporting the best 
ERA in the conference, second best BAA, 
and third most strikeouts in 2018.
Head coach Wes Rowe said he expects 
junior Morgan Arbogast (2.67 ERA in 160 
innings) and Wolgamot (2.61 ERA in 94 in-
nings) to anchor the Lady Jackets inside the 
circle this season yet again.
Offensively, Cedarville was just as 
strong, finishing in the top three among 
G-MAC teams in batting average, runs 
scored, on-base percentage and slugging 
percentage last season.
The Lady Jackets will have to fill the 
void that Brianne O’Dell leaves. O’Dell 
led the team with a .430 batting average 
and 57 RBIs, but Cedarville returns every 
other key offensive contributor from last 
season.
Five players hit above .330 last season, 
and Rowe expects two of them to lead the 
team at the plate this season.
“We are counting on Jessica Steger and 
Kara Eiginger to have outstanding offensive 
seasons,” Rowe said.
Steger played in 44 games last season 
as a freshman, turning in a .303 batting 
average and leading the team in triples. 
Eiginger, a sophomore, hit .343 and had 
the sixth most RBIs last season for the 
Lady Jackets.
Sophomores Heather Lord (.356 aver-
age, 16 stolen bases) and Danae Fields (.344 
batting average, .421 on-base percentage) 
should also slap the ball around for Cedar-
ville.
Rowe tasks his team with what seems 
to be an impossible goal: perfection. Rowe 
understands it’s an elusive pursuit, but 
that wins will come as long as they concern 
themselves with perfection.
“We want to represent Christ and 
Cedarville University well, both on and 
off the field,” Rowe said. “Secondarily, it 
might seem strange, but our goal is not to 
win. Rather, our goal is to play the perfect 
game every game on both offense and de-
fense.”
There’s a surplus of confidence for the 
Lady Jackets this season. Eiginger expects 
the nation to be on notice of Cedarville soft-
ball in 2018.
“I expect the team to clinch the G-MAC 
early on and win the conference tourna-
ment,” Eiginger said. “From there, we hope 
to advance through the NCAA tournament. 
I am excited to see where this season takes 
us.”
Rowe thinks the success from last sea-
son will carry over to an even better 2018 
campaign.
“Our players are very talented and 
truly on any given day can beat any team 
in the nation,” Rowe said. “If we stay 
healthy and accomplish our goal of play-
ing well each time that we step onto the 
field, we are capable of doing well in the 
postseason.”
Tim Miller is a sophomore marketing ma-
jor and sports editor for Cedars. He enjoys 
having a baby face, sipping Dunkin Donuts 
coffee and striving to be the optimal combi-
nation of Dwight Schrute and Ron Swan-
son.
Youthful Lady Jackets Look to Build off 2017
Photo by Lydia Wolterman
A member of the Cedarville University softball team swings and hits the ball during practice.
Photo by Lydia Wolterman
A catcher and pitcher duo plan their strategy during a practice.
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Nikki Lerner raises her arms in worship. She and Paul Baloche praised God through music morning and 
evening on January 26 during the Worship 4:24 Conference
Paul Baloche’s band plays at Worship 4:24, which 
brought many worship leaders together so that they 
could learn to grow the worship programs in their 
own churches.
Cedarville University’s Jubilate joins Paul Baloche’s band for the Friday evening worship concert.
Worship 4:24
Photos by Jessica St. Onge
